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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

In May 2021, the Europ reen Border countries Lithuania, Latvia and
Poland exp nced an i igratory flows. These include people from
Afghanist‘an. Iraq, Syria, Yemen, as well as Cameroon, Cuba, India, Sri Lanka
and other ntries. Under the regime of Belarusian dictator Aliaksandr
Lukashenko, they have been directed towards the borders of EU

On 3 August 2021 Lithuanian border guards were given the right to carry out
pushba igrants. On 10 August, Latvian officers started carrying out ﬂeh
pushba huanian Border Guard Service reports that since the beginning of
the ,mig sis” Lithuanian border guards have prevented 22,177 immigrants
from entering the country illegally.

The pushbacks are violating EU law.

At the end of August 2022, the corpse of a Sri Lankan migrant was found in Vilnius
district, Lithuania. In spring 2023, the body of an Indian national was found in
Ignalina district.

We've investigated the human rights situation in Lithuania focusing on missing
and dead cases of the people on the move and collecting the testimonies of
migrants themselves, medics, humanitarian volunteers, video and audio
recordings and scarce documents. What we found was confirmed by reports from
international humanitarian organizations and research by scientists.

We have learnt that people who move to the EU for various reasons end up being
tricked by smugglers in the forest, families with children are pushed back, people
are pushed into the forest even from the Lithuania’'s capital, and are subjected to
violence in the border forests, both by Belarusian and by EU border guards.
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Migration to EU countries takes place along several well-known migration routes, but the
migration route through Lithuania, Latvia and Poland is new and not much researched. In the
investigation, we reveal and present multiple testimonies about actions at the EU border -

violence and execution of pushbacks.

‘ Onthe border with Belarus, not only pushbacks are carried out, but also the so-called "ping

:-pong" is played, when EU officials push people back to Belarus, and Belarusian border guards

do not allow them to return to Minsk and leave the border region - pushing them towards the
borders of the EU intimidating them with weapons and violence. This creates a life-threatening
situation when migrants remain in the forest for a long time without food or water. People

~w*freeze their limbs, which are then amputated. They get poisoned by the swamp water and

plants they are forced to eat. They also disappear without a trace, some people die in such

'
’ ’

A unique phenomenon in the region fs that laws that conflict with the EU have been enshrined

in local legislation, thus creating a precedent. Neither journalists, nor doctors, nor independent
observers are allowed to work on the EU border between Lithuania and Latvia with Belarus, so
this field becomes a dangerous space for violations of the law, as evidenced by the sources we

interviewed. Information about dead and missing migrants is also not provided to journalists.
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5 S m__.'.,,53‘5|1:uatmn of human rights.and freedom of speech in the states of the region and the
. ""”*‘.“_3-'“- : |mplementatlon of EU mlgratlon policy at the Green horder of the EU.
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wi-i’v SHOULD THIS STOR_Y«BE TOLD NOW?
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Mlgratlon flows to the EU are mcreasmg due to wars, climate chang&qnd other reasons, and
the situation at the Green Border and the pushback policy have not el;'glged smmazz This
topic will only become more relevant. In both Lithuania and Latvia, m1g?=at|0n is prlmarllg‘_
assessed through the prism of nat.mnal security. There is practically no discussion on human
rights in these countries, and a "néws desert" has formed around the topic of the situation at
the horder. : b pe '
>
Frosthite q,nd injuries sustained.in the forest leave people disabled, and the offlmallg
announseﬂ de.gpl‘nmu (6 border deaths in Lithuaniaand 7 in Latvia) is just the tip of the iceberg.
Pushbacks and violence are not documented in any'way by border guards which makes it
|mp655|b(le to-carry out law enforcement investigations and find mlssmg or dead people.
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R 9 The experlences of people onthe move the testimonies of smentusts and organizations
. e %;ng,#f providing humanltarlan aid reveal the human rights violations taking place on the EU's border
“v',&?;ﬁ = - ~'every day; “The aim of our investigation is to draw attention to the rapidly deteriorating
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tion carried out by local journalists provides information directly
of events - migrant camps, medical facilities, border forest.
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THE CORE TEAM

w is a Lithuanian.decumentarian and freelance journalist with
S years of experience in the TV and'media field.

Irma’s recent works include I LOVE YOU", an international investigation and -

documentary about romance scam in Lithuania and Slovakia, “OUR WAR", a 9-
3 episode documentary and interview series about war in Ukraine and it's effects
A | on lithuanians and ukrainian refugees and “NO LOVIN IF BEATIN", an
- ﬁ ’ mvestlgatlo go tic violence in Lithuania. All the films and investigations

g Lithuanian nWs limm and DELFI.

in the Baltic States (“Paauo CBoboaa™) and for the online publication Novaya
\! Gazeta Baltiya (*HoBas raseta bantusa").



https://www.linkedin.com/in/irma-bogdanovi%C4%8Di%C5%ABt%C4%97-b5a916166/

ARTICLE PUBLICATIONS

DELFI LITHUANIA July S,20824
Disenfranchised: the pushback policy - a t:ompletei lack of humanity and disregard for life with the blessing of politicians
\

DELFI LITHUANIA, July 2,2624 |
.The unvarnished reality_.on the Belarusian borde¥: the last clothes used to light fire, bleeding stomachs and miscarriages in the
woaods" *

DELFI LITHUANIA June 25,2024
Disappearances and deaths on the Lithuanianfborder: frozen limbs, starvation and marsh water poisoning are people's reality

NOVAYA GAZETA, October 4,2023
.Group 36°

NOVAYA GAZETA November 7 2023
"Do the best you can” : _
People are dying.and going m|ssmg on the border of Be arus and the EU, a

o ‘. ¥
NOVAYA GAZETA, December 6, 2023 ‘ ' {

.How they talk about migrants'and refugees Belarusian "Green border
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ir loved ones cannot find the truth®

NOVAYA GAZETA, Decemb‘4,2823 y
"Death is not shown to anyone." In Latvia, authorities asilent about the deaths of migrants in border areas”

NOVAYA GAZETA, January 30,2024 ® « ¥
.Jowards a better future at any cost. Why refugees agﬂnt along a deadly route through Belarus®

NOVAYA GAZETA, July 12,2023
“Everyone we asked for help beat us.” Journey to EU s eastern border ends for Indian citizen in wheelchair”



https://www.delfi.lt/video/dokumentika/kiti-zmones/nustumti-nuo-savo-teisiu-zmoniu-isstumimo-politika-visiskas-zmogiskumo-trukumas-ir-gyvybes-nepaisymas-su-politiku-palaiminimu-120035189
https://www.delfi.lt/a/120033263
https://www.delfi.lt/a/120033263
https://www.delfi.lt/news/daily/lithuania/kaip-lietuvos-pasienyje-dingsta-ir-mirsta-zmones-ju-realybe-nusalusios-galunes-badas-ir-apsinuodijimas-pelkiu-vandeniu-120031895
https://novayagazeta.ee/articles/2023/10/04/gruppa-tridtsati-shesti
https://novayagazeta.ee/articles/2023/11/07/sdelaite-vse-chto-mozhete
https://novayagazeta.ee/articles/2023/11/07/sdelaite-vse-chto-mozhete
https://novayagazeta.ee/articles/2023/12/06/kak-v-latvii-govoriat-o-migrantakh-i-bezhentsakh-na-belorusskoi-zelenoi-granitse
https://novayagazeta.ee/articles/2023/12/04/smert-nikomu-ne-pokazyvaiut-v-latvii-vlasti-molchat-o-gibeli-migrantov-v-prigranichnykh-oblastiakh
https://novayagazeta.ee/articles/2024/01/30/k-luchshemu-budushchemu-liuboi-tsenoi-pochemu-bezhentsy-otpravliaiutsia-po-smertelno-opasnomu-marshrutu-cherez-belarus
https://novayagazeta.ee/articles/2023/07/12/vse-kogo-my-prosili-o-pomoshchi-bili-nas-puteshestvie-k-vostochnoi-granitse-es-zakonchilos-dlia-grazhdanina-indii-v-invalidnoi-koliaske
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Title: OTHER PEOPLE
The Official Trailer: TRAILER

Link to series: here

Length: 3 series (53", 62, 557. Net
time ~ 1780 minutes
Format: 1920 x 1080

Primal language: English,
Lithuanian, Russian, Hindi, Afghan,
Arabic

English .SRT available: Yes
Producer/Director: Irma
Bogdanoviciate

Email:
iIrma.bogdanoviciute@thenut.eu

Phone: +370 605 53164


https://youtu.be/eVpUHnbAIqU?si=O5PbbXCzBEgWJKSH
https://youtu.be/eVpUHnbAIqU?si=O5PbbXCzBEgWJKSH
mailto:irma.bogdanoviciute@thenut.eu
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLiIrobDmPkhMlwGfB8yCnXrqMyV33N7U3

